The Monastery on the Dead Sea
was so radical that a new world era was begun with the birth of the Messiah.
A commentary to the Prophet Habukkuk has come to light in Qumran. It is of great importance for our knowledge of the spiritual foundations of the Dead Sea Sect, the Essenes. In this a "teacher of righteousness", a priest endowed with divine revelation, leads a group whos"e members are poor and call themselves "the new community". The teacher is named "the chosen of God".1 This leader demands strict observance of the law, is at variance with the priests in Jerusalem, and consequently is persecuted by an evil priest who is denoted as the prophet of falsehood, or man of lies.
Now who is this teacher of righteousness, and who is the evil priest? The first, as Wilson thinks, could refer to a title conferred on a number of men who had appeared as the Messiah, "the anointed one". The belief in the Messiah has been irrevocably centred on and fulfilled in the person of the Christian Saviour, but the belief continued in the Islamic faith where it led to the founding of divine dynasties like that of the Fatimids. Even before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls this designation was known in the Book of Enoch. Later it appears in the Gospels where it refers to Jesus, "the son of man". Further, by the evil priest is meant a high priest who persecuted the Messiah and had him put to death. Various names are claimed for this personage, predecessors of Pontius Pilate of the Gospels.
One of the most important teachings of the Dead Sea Sect, as the Essenes are cautiously named by the investigators of the site, is the moral philosophy of "the two ways ", which was unknown to the ancient Hebrews, and which found its way to the Essenes from ancient Persian tradition, probably transmitted through Manichaeism. The "men of lies" were already ' recognised in the rock inscriptions of the Achaemenian King Darius. The scrolls from the Dead Sea quote time and again the way of light and the way of darkness, the spirits of light and of darkness, the children of light and truth as against
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